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breathing apparatus previously ap-
proved by MSHA and NIOSH under part 
160, subpart 160.011, of this chapter. 

Subpart 96.35—Fireman’s Outfit 

§ 96.35–1 Application. 
This subpart, except § 96.35–90, applies 

to each vessel that is on an inter-
national voyage and is contracted for 
on or after November 23, 1992. Each ves-
sel that is on an international voyage 
and is contracted for before November 
23, 1992, must satisfy § 96.35–90. 

[CGD 86–036, 57 FR 48325, Oct. 23, 1992] 

§ 96.35–5 General. 
(a) All flame safety lamps shall be of 

an approved type, constructed in ac-
cordance with subpart 160.016 of sub-
chapter Q (Specifications) of this chap-
ter. 

(b) Each self-contained breathing ap-
paratus must be of the pressure-de-
mand, open-circuit type, approved by 
the Mine Safety and Health Adminis-
tration (MSHA) and by the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH), and have at a min-
imum a 30-minute air supply and full 
facepiece. 

(c) Flashlights shall be Type II or 
Type III, constructed and marked in 
accordance with ASTM F 1014 (incor-
porated by reference, see § 96.01–3). 

(d) All lifelines shall be of steel or 
bronze wire rope. Steel wire rope shall 
be either inherently corrosion-resist-
ant, or made so by galvanizing or tin-
ning. Each end shall be fitted with a 
hook with keeper having throat open-
ing which can be readily slipped over a 
5⁄8-inch bolt. The total length of the 
lifeline shall be dependent upon the 
size and arrangement of the vessel, and 
more than one line may be hooked to-
gether to achieve the necessary length. 
No individual length of lifeline may be 
less than 50 feet in length. The assem-
bled lifeline shall have a minimum 
breaking strength of 1,500 pounds. 

(e) All equipment shall be main-
tained in an operative condition, and it 
shall be the responsibility of the mas-
ter and chief engineer to ascertain that 
a sufficient number of the crew are fa-
miliar with the operation of the equip-
ment. 

(f) Boots and gloves shall be of rubber 
or other electrically nonconducting 
material. 

(g) The helmet shall provide effective 
protection against impact. 

(h) Protective clothing shall be of 
material that will protect the skin 
from the heat of fire and burns from 
scalding steam. The outer surface shall 
be water resistant. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 17008, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGFR 69–72, 34 FR 17485, Oct. 29, 
1969; CGD 82–042, 53 FR 17705, May 18, 1988; 
CGD 86–036, 57 FR 48325, Oct. 23, 1992; USCG 
1999–5151, 64 FR 67181, Dec. 1, 1999] 

§ 96.35–10 Fireman’s outfit. 
(a) Each fireman’s outfit must con-

sist of one self-contained breathing ap-
paratus, one lifeline with a belt or a 
suitable harness, one flashlight, one 
flame safety lamp, one rigid helmet, 
boots and gloves, protective clothing, 
and one fire ax. In lieu of the flame 
safety lamp, vessels may carry an oxy-
gen depletion meter which is listed by 
a Coast Guard recognized independent 
laboratory as intrinsically safe. 

(b) Every vessel shall carry at least 
two firemen’s outfits. 

[CGFR 69–72, 34 FR 17485, Oct. 29, 1969, as 
amended by CGD 86–036, 57 FR 48325, Oct. 23, 
1992; CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51207, Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 96.35–15 Stowage. 
The fireman’s outfits must be stored 

in widely separated, accessible loca-
tions. 

[CGD 75–074, 42 FR 5964, Jan. 31, 1977] 

§ 96.35–20 Spare charges. 
(a) A complete recharge shall be car-

ried for each self-contained breathing 
apparatus, and a complete set of spare 
batteries shall be carried for each 
flashlight. The spares shall be stowed 
in the same location as the equipment 
it is to reactivate. 

§ 96.35–90 Vessels contracted for be-
fore November 23, 1992. 

Vessels contracted for before Novem-
ber 23, 1992, must meet the following 
requirements: 

(a) Each vessel must satisfy §§ 96.35–5 
through 96.35–20 concerning the number 
of items and method of stowage of 
equipment. 
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